
Michigan Child Care Task Force  

Minutes for March 5, 2008 Meeting 
 

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the MCCTF will be on Wednesday, May 7, 

2008. For more information, contact the MCCTF co-chairs Jane Zehnder-Merrell at 

janez@michleagueforhumansvs.org or Richard Lower at richard@mhsa.ws.  

 

WELCOME AND BUSINESS OF THE TASK FORCE: 

Summary of Findings from 2007 Member Survey (Total respondents – 116) 

A less detailed version of these findings was shared at the meeting. Implications of the 

findings will be discussed at the May meeting.  
Attendance: The majority of respondents had not attended regularly. 

o Two-thirds of respondents had not attended any of the five meetings from September 2006 

through May 2007. Three-quarters of respondents reported that ―schedule‖ keeps them from 

attending, with 43 percent also citing location. 

o A majority (55%) of respondents preferred quarterly meetings; another 38 percent indicated 

bimonthly. 

o Among the four meeting components
1
 two-thirds of respondents considered departmental and 

policy updates very important. These two meeting components also tied for a rating average as the 

most important component of the meetings. 

Meeting Notes: Most want to receive minutes and report reading and sharing them. 

o Most (84-86%) respondents wanted to receive the minutes of the meetings and action alerts 

specific to child care issues. 

o A majority (57%) always read the minutes, and roughly another quarter frequently do so. 

o Almost half of respondents always or frequently forward Task Force minutes to others.  

Advocacy: Task force members do communicate with elected officials, but most prefer 

doing their advocacy in conjunction with an MCCTF meeting no more than twice a year.  

o Most (84%) of respondents had communicated with elected officials at least once between 

September 2006 and May 2007; one-quarter had done so five or more times. 

o The majority (61%) would like to meet once or twice a year with elected officials in conjunction 

with MCCTF meetings. (One-third preferred once a year.) 

State Representative Tom Pearce (R) District 73, Rockford initiated the discussion but then 

ceded the floor to Senator Anderson who had to leave before 10 to attend session.  

Representative Pearce believes that the state should not mandate full-day kindergarten. 

This mandate is particularly onerous for local districts that are growing such as the five in 

his district. While he agrees that children in high poverty districts can benefit from full-

day programs, those communities have access to federal Title 1 funds. The Rockford 

district estimates it would need portable classrooms and another $2.5 million to run a 

full-day kindergarten. Although schools receive full funding for kindergarteners, it costs 

a lot more for high schools, and the extra funding from kindergarten has helped meet that 

need. High school requirements are an example of a ―one size fits all‖ policy. The 

proposed policy to require high school students stay in high school until age 18 and begin 

with full-day kindergarten may be another example.  

 

                                                 
1
 Speaker, departmental updates, policy updates, and networking. 
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State Senator Glenn Anderson (D) District 6 -Assistant Democratic Floor Leader  
All day K and the grant for early childhood support are needed so that we can bring our 

children into the 21st century. Arizona is doing a great job so perhaps we should mirror 

some of those programs. We must do whatever is possible to prepare children for 

kindergarten. Michigan is struggling to find the funding to support new programs; House 

Fiscal Director Gary Olsen has already predicted a $368 million shortfall in the FY09 

budget. Since the state economy and auto industry have entered this down turn, we are 

struggling to find the revenue to retool. Another concern is parental involvement. In some 

places parents are involved, in other communities it is not the case. Too many parent 

teacher conferences are not well attended, for example, Detroit. We need to encourage 

parent to be partners in education, make them feel welcome in school settings, bring 

parents into the schools beyond supplying cookies and brownies. We also need to provide 

high quality day care. 

 
State Representative Tom Pearce (cont.) 
I agree with Senator Pearce about the importance of ages 0 through 5 but we differ in the 

implementation. The most expensive way to implement preschool is through the k-12 

system. The retirement and legacy costs are too high. We need to focus on community-

based programs such as Parent As Teachers, and use venues like churches and 

community centers. I support a two-tier daycare system. Second tier programs would 

have minimal requirements. First tier would allocate more dollars for those programs 

where providers have more training, not necessarily a B.A. or M.A. and that emphasize 

parent involvement. We can look to Chicago as a model for what is being done. Parenting 

education is needed to invest in children’s future. When kids drop out, it may be because 

they experienced failure in every facet of school, and they probably got off to a bad start. 

Parental education is key.  Training standards should ensure that kids arrive ready to 

learn. Training on how to provide care for children is important. Licensing rules the 

vision with the two-tier system. There should be an emphasis on brain development, 

phonics, eye coordination etc. it is not going to cost much money working with the 

parents also. 

 

BUSINESS OF THE TASK FORCE CONTINUED: 

Michigan Department of Education: Judy Levine reported the following:  
o Michigan School Readiness Program-Schools and Public School Academies: The 

Governor’s Executive Budget proposal for 2008-2009 adds funding to the MSRP so that 

all schools and public school academies applying for this grant, would receive funding 

for the requested amount.  The next steps are for the budget to go to the Senate and 

House. The Governor’s budget also provides for supplemental funding to hold programs 

harmless for 2007/2008.  If this is passed, monies would be made available in June.  

 

The Department also has written language, not in the proposal, that would allow for a 

consortium of school districts to pool funding for slots and dispense it where it is best 

needed. Schools of Choice is not permitted for school funded preschool programs.  

Schools must serve the families in their district.  The consortium approach is more 

flexible, especially for programs that are allocated only a few slots each year.    

 

The Governor’s proposal changes the name of the Michigan School Readiness Program 

to the Great Lakes Readiness Program. 



 

o The MSRP Competitive Grants would also see some additional funding under the 

Governor’s budget proposal.  Two technical assistance meetings will be held-- in Gaylord 

on April 25 and Lansing on April 28, to review the requirements of the competitive 

process.  Applications will be due on May 22 with a Readers session on June 20.  

Information can be found at:www.michigan.gov/msrpcompetitive.  If you wish to meet 

new friends, engage in stimulating discussions, and develop decision-making skills, 

please consider becoming a reader.  Contact Patti Allman (allmanp@michigan.gov) to 

volunteer. 

 

o The 21
st
 Century Community Learning Centers program is holding a readers session 

on April 22.  Information can be found at www.michigan.gov/mde and look for the 21
st
 

Century Community Learning Center link for a reader request form. 

 

o Jobs, Jobs, Jobs: There are several vacant positions within the Office of Early 

Childhood Education and Family Services. 

o 619 Education Consultant working with preschool special education-the position 

is being reposted to those outside of the department 

o Great Parents/Great Start- duties will be shared between Great Parents/Great 

Start and Early On and the position will be posted within a few weeks.  

o Afterschool Position-posting is now closed and interviews will be arranged. 

 

 In a surprise visit to a recent all MDE staff meeting the Governor made stated that 

education is the key to turning Michigan around economically.   

 

ECIC: no update available this week. 

 

Department of Human Services: Jean Lantzer-Brailey reported the following:  
On Wednesday, February 27, 2008, the CDC Integrity Plan was presented to a joint house 

committee (DHS Appropriations Subcommittee and the Children and Family Policy Committee) 

at the request of the chairs.  This plan is part of a CDC Redesign effort at the Department that 

aims to: 

o To improve the quality and safety of child care received by our children 

o To improve the financial integrity of the program 

o To improve the likelihood of self sufficiency for families that rely on child are subsidy 

dollars to pay for a portion of their child care costs. 

 

These program improvements will likely occur over several years and will include policy 

changes, technological innovations and enhance internal controls. The Department’s CDC 

Integrity Plan can be viewed at http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dhs/DHS-Legislative-

Sec674-PA131-2007-CDC-Fraud 225331 7.pdf 

 

Community Mental Health: Deb Marciniak  

MI4C, MSUE AND CCEP ARE COLLABORATING ON SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT TRAINING FOR CHILD CARE PROVIDERS 
The Michigan Community Coordinated Child Care Association (MI4C), Michigan State 

University Extension (MSUE), and Department of Community Health - Child Care Expulsion 

Prevention (CCEP) will work together on a plan to use common definitions and core concepts in 

seven key areas so that we all give consistent, basic messages about social-emotional 

development in our trainings for child care providers.  Specifically, we all will: 
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1. Use the same definition for social-emotional health.  

2. Use the same definition and source for the topic of temperament.  

3. Emphasize the importance of the caregiver’s emotional health. 

4. Emphasize the importance of nurturing, responsive caregiving and the importance of 

having a primary caregiver.   

5. Use a common source for social-emotional milestones. 

6. Emphasize the importance of true partnerships between parents and caregivers in 

promoting social-emotional health.   

7. Provide referral information for all three projects at our trainings. 

 

Training and TA staff from Head Start/Early Head Start, Early On, the Michigan School 

Readiness Program, the Michigan Association for Infant Mental Health, and other early 

childhood programs that address social-emotional health, will be invited to join MI4C, MSUE 

and CCEP in the development of this plan. 

 
POLICIES TO REDUCE THE LIKELIHOOD OF PRESCHOOL EXPULSION: In January, 

Walter S. Gilliam, Yale University, released a report with 7 policy recommendations to reduce 

the likelihood of preschool expulsion: 

1. Don’t expel preschoolers with challenging behaviors – provide the behavioral supports 

they need. 

2. All early ed and child care teachers should have access to early childhood mental health 

consultation to help them address challenging behaviors in the classroom. 

3. Early ed and child care programs should have ratios of no more than 10 preschoolers per 

teacher. 

4. Early ed and child care programs should ensure that all teachers work reasonable hours 

with breaks away from the children. 

5. Supportive policies and services should focus on teacher job stress. 

6. Track the number of expulsions in public programs and implement promising models to 

improve classroom behaviors and reduce expulsions. 

7. Do more research. 

For the full report: http://www.fcd-us.org/resources/resources_show.htm?doc_id=636702 
 
RESOURCES FOR HELPING KIDS WHO BITE 
Books 

o No Biting: Policy and Practice for Toddler Programs, by Gretchen Kinnel, Redleaf 

Press.  Written by and for child care providers.  Includes information about talking to 

parents and staff.  http://www.redleafpress.org/productdetails.cfm?PC=1262 

o So This Is Normal Too? Teachers and Parents Working Out Developmental Issues 

in Young Children, by Deborah Hewitt, Redleaf Press.  Has an excellent section on 

biting that includes teacher and parent info, as well as a written "Action Plan" for the 

teacher and parent to complete together.  Very useful for biting and other developmental 

issues.  http://www.redleafpress.org/productdetails.cfm?PC=246 

o A Practical Guide to Solving Preschool Behavior Problems, by Eva Essa, Delmar 

Learning.  Has helpful questions and step-by-step recommendations with lots of detail 

and examples.  http://www.amazon.com/Practical-Solving-Preschool-Behavior-

Problems/dp/0766830772 

 

Articles 
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o Understanding Children ï Biting, Iowa State University Extension. 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/Publications/PM1529A.pdf  

 

o Biting:  What Can I Do to Stop It?, State of Michigan Division of Day Care 

Licensing  http://www.michigan.gov/documents/cis_fhs_cdc_biting_51800_7.pdf 

 

Web Site: Positive Behavior Supports for Young Children. 

http://www.cenmi.org/pbsyc/Default.asp 

 
Child Day Care Licensing from Jim Sinnamon 

A new amendment to PA 116 (SB 97) will require licensees to notify parents when they 

are the subject of a high-risk special investigation. Licensees will be notified prior to the 

effective date of June 1, 2008. 

 

Head Start Reauthorization/Funding by Richard Lower 

o President Bush’s proposed cuts for FY09 would result in 13,000 fewer children 

nationwide losing access to Head Start. Several proposals in Congress are being 

circulated with amounts ranging from $164m to $800m increase. 

o ACF has begun putting people in place to work on rules process for new Head 

Start Act.   

Michigan Budget & Tax Update by Jane Zehnder-Merrell  

The Governor’s proposed budget is the first in many years that did not face deficits at the 

outset. It is also the first in many years to see enhancements to program benefits for our 

most vulnerable families:  

o A 2 percent increase in the maximum cash assistance grant – from $489 to $499 

for a family of three (up by $3 per person per month), the first across the board 

increase in 18 years. The state average Fair Market rent for a two-bedroom 

apartment is $635—more than $100 more than the maximum grant. – 78,000 

families affected/170,000 children 

o Increase in children’s ANNUAL clothing allowance—from $43 in 2007 to $75. 

o Early childhood programs received $32 m. --$24 m to meet the waiting list of the 

unfunded MSRP programs last fall  

Overall the budget increases are modest and the outlook was optimistic. No new taxes or 

fees were included so any shortfall in revenues could trigger cuts. The weakness in the 

overall tax structure persists without extending taxes to services, the growth sector of the 

economy. Falling revenue from the tobacco tax, real estate transfer tax, gasoline tax, and 

rising costs as the population ages will exert fiscal pressures.  

The revenue fix last year is temporary. In the 2010 budget the House Fiscal director 

predicts a $459m problem on top of normal growth in programs. Beginning in 2011 the 

income tax starts to drop by one tenth of a percentage point a year (a loss of $190m each 

year) until 2015 when it reaches 3.95, and the Michigan Business Tax surcharge will 

disappear in 2017.   

 

Announcements  

 Child Care at the Capitol: Wednesday, April 30, 2008, from 10 a.m. till 3 p.m. 

The 4Cs and Head Start are collaborating on this event.  
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 Child Care Works Action Week the week before – April 21-25
th

. The 4C office 

is distributing ―handprints‖ to providers to have children color them. These 

―prints‖ will then be collected by local 4C office and delivered to appropriate 

legislators on Monday the 28
th

 in district or the 30
th 

in Lansing.    

 Star Power May 21
st
  sponsored by ECIC.   

 Childrenôs Agenda to be released on Tuesday, March 18, 2008. Early childhood 

one of the areas in the agenda. Another opportunity to advocate. Check with Jane 

for registration. 


